
Western Tuva Tour Visiting the “Ustuu-

Khuree” Festival of Live Music and Faith 

  
Ustuu-Khuree Monastery 

 
Ustuu-Khuree was a real masterpiece of Tuvan architecture having no analogies 

on the territory of Tuva. It is located in the Khemchik valley, on the right bank 

of Chadaana River, 7 km from Chadaana. The monastery was one of the richest, 

if not the largest in the region. The Tsokchin (main temple) was built in 1905 – 

1907 by the rich, influential and very ambitious noyon Khaidyp. 

 

Ustuu-Khuree became the crown of Buddhist building in Tuva. In 1930, it was 

closed, in 1937, demolished. The priests and the monks were subjected to 

persecution. 

 

In 1999, the government of Russia, admitting the historical and architectural 

value of the unique temple, made a decision to rebuild it. 

 

The festival of live music “Ustuu-Khuree” which takes place in Chadaana, is 

dedicated to the rebuilding of the temple. It unites the musicians from all over 

Russia and the world.  

 

Duration: 11 days /10nights 

 

Entry dates: 06.07.12 – 16.07.12. 

Amount of people in group: 6 – 12  

 

Age limit: 18 years and up 

 

This tour does not require any special physical training 

 

 

Day 1. 
 

Travelers will meet our guides at the Abakan airport. Transfer to Kyzyl. Dinner 

at café in town. Registration at the passport control service. Accommodation in 

apartments. Free time.     
 

Day 2. 



9.00. Breakfast. After breakfast we will have our first tour of Kyzyl, the capital 

of the Republic of Tuva. On this tour you will have the opportunity to visit 

Tuvan National Museum as well as see the gold from an ancient skiff burial site 

called “Arzhaan – 2”. After the museum, we will take a walk through Kyzyl to 

see some of the city’s claims to fame: The Centre of Asia monument, the 

Buddhist temple and one of the shamanistic centers, where visitors will get to 

meet a shaman and become acquainted with this ancient belief system.  

 

14.00. Lunch will be served later on that evening in Bayan-Gol, one city’s most 

prestigious restaurants with a real Central Asian nomadic atmosphere. After 

lunch you will visit spring water in 9 km from Kyzyl, the stone statue of Tuvan 

Nomad. Visiting the new building of the centre of traditional Tuvan culture. All 

Tuvan culture is concentrated in this one centre: Tuvan National Orchestra, 

throatsingers,instrument masters. The guests will also have an opportunity to 

visit workshop of Tuvan traditional centre of Aldar Tamdyn, to buy an 

instrument. 

 

Dinner in café in Kyzyl.  

 

During these days we will follow the program of International Festival of throat 

singers “Dembildey-2012” devoted to 50 years anniversary of the famous 

Tuvan throat singer Kongar-ool Ondar. The program includes concurs of throat 

singers, horse races, wrestling, gala concert of the winners. 
 

Dinner and accommodation in ‘Aldyn-Bulak “yurt complex (45 km from 

Kyzyl).This complex was opened in 2010, in the year of tourism in Tuva. It is 

the biggest and the most luxurious yurt camping in Tuva which is equipped with 

all the modern conveniences. 

 

 

Day 3. 
 

Breakfast and lunch in town. Evening: gala concert of the festival “Dembildey 

2012”.Accommodation in ‘Aldyn-Bulak’ yurt complex. 

  

 

Day 4. 
 

Breakfast and drive to Chadaana town (220km from Kyzyl). On the way:  

Excursion to the Khaiyrakan mountain (110km from Kyzyl) – one of the most 

sacred places of Tuva which was sanctified and sacrified by the Dalai-Lama – 

XIV in 1992.  



 

14.00. Lunch and dinner  in  Café in Chadaana. 

 

The opening of the festival – evening. The big fire of friendship with shaman’s 

ritual on the territory of the festival camp. During this great time you have the 

opportunity to watch the mystery when several shamans from different places of 

the world pray to the spirits of the fire offering milk, food and playing their 

drums. 

 

During the festival, accommodations are at a hotel in Chadaana. 

 

 

Day 5.  
 

Breakfast. Parade of the habitants of Chadaana and participants of the festival 

on the streets of Chadaana.Visit “Ustuu-Khuree” monastery ruins. The 

monastery was destroyed in the 1930-th during the communist purges. Attend 

chanting ceremony and meet monks. Visit “Aldyy-Khuree” monastery. 

Lunch. 

Meeting the participants and the other guests of the festival, concert of 

participants. Dinner and overnight.  

 
The festival program, master-classes of throat singing, Tuvan traditional 

instruments. 

 

 

Day 6.  
 

The festival  Closing. Gala-concert . 

 

 

Day 7.  
 

Early breakfast and drive to Kyzyl-Mazhalyk (100 km from Chadaana). On the 

way: Climbing the Uttug-Khaya mountain  - Holey mountain which is also 

considered as a sacred place of  Tuvan people. There is a cave you can pass 

through and there is a really narrow passage in this cave: “If one can pass 

through this passage, his dream comes true”, - believe people. visit the 

petroglyph mountain “Bizhiktig Khaya”with ancient petroglyphs. Visit the 

Chinggis –Khaan stone statue. Lunch in café in Kyzyl-Mazhalyk. . Drive to 



“Sai-Xonash” yurt camp which neighbors with the nomad’s camps. It is located 

in the place called Ak, extremely beautiful area surrounded with the high 

mountains, forests and purest spring waters. It has 6 twin and triple yurts, which 

are very cosy and a banya. Every yurt has 2 or 3 beds and  Tuvan traditional 

furniture. People living on this very isolated part of land breed animals such as 

sheep, cows, horses, goats and yaks. They still live in their ancestor’s dwellings, 

yurts, keeping all their culture and traditions. The tourists will be met by Tuvan 

nomadic family. Following Tuvan tradition tourists will be offered to have some 

Tuvan milk tea which is one one of the most respectful drinks and it is called by 

Tuvans white meals. 

 

Dinner and overnight in the yurts. 

 

 

Day 8. 

 
 Breakfast at the yourt camp. Group workshop of Khoomey (1 hour). Musician 

and throat singer of Tuvan National Orchestra Evgeny Saryglar will introduce 

you general information about Tuvan throat singing with demonstration of 

different styles. After workshop there is an ample opportunity to discover local 

nomad’s lifestyle, to walk in the forest with the photo session, climb one of the 

mountains. 

 14:00 - Horse riding instructions. Lunch. Horseback excursion to the 

neighbor’s camp, to the forest. 

19:00 – Dinner. Tuvan traditional food. Sheep slaughtering process. Group 

workshop. Individual workshops. 

 

 

Overnight at the yurt camp. 

 

 

Day 9.  
 

Breakfast at the yurt camp. Group workshop (1 hour).  Free time. 

 

14:00 – Lunch at the camping. Hiking to the spring water. 

 

19:00 – Dinner. Demonstration of the process of making araka – Tuvan 

traditional alcohol drink made from fermented milk. Making “Byshtak” Tuvan 

fresh cheese. Group workshop.Individual workshops. 

 



 

Day 10. 
 

Early breakfast and leaving to Abakan or Krasnoyarsk from Ak-Dovurak. 

 

 

The price of the tour includes transfer the first day from Abakan, transfer during 

the trip in Tuva,  accommodation from the first till the last day of the trip:  

accommodation in apartments in Kyzyl, accommodation in double or triple 

yurts in the camp “Sai-Xonash”, in hotel in Chadaana during “Ustuu-Khuree” 

festival, in economy-class yurts of   complex “Aldyn-Bulak”, an English 

speaking guide during the trip, full board, museum fee, group workshops, 

horseback excursion. The price doesn’t include: transfer to Abakan or 

Krasnoyarsk from Kyzyl the last day of the trip, breakfast and lunch the first 

day of the trip (on the way from Abakan), restaurant (lunch, dinner and 

breakfast)in “Aldyn-Bulak” yurt complex, individual throat singing workshops, 

travel and medical insurance, extra fees, such as alcoholic drinks, shaman rituals 

or individual folk group concerts The price of the tour is 35000 rubles  per 

person.  
 


